feet of timber and fuel, and minor produce valued at Es. 47 from all
classes of forest; and a corresponding yield of 1,809 cubic feet, and
Es. 90 worth respectively from reserved forests only. For the forest
produce of Native States%no complete figures exist. India imported
96,000 tons of timber valued at Ks. 74 lakhs in 1913-14, the last year
before the war. In spite of freight difficulties, there has not been much
relative decline under this head during the war years, a fact which shows
the necessity to India, under present conditions, of these imports.
Against this (according to Statement No. XV of the Statistics relating
to Forest Administration) the exports of forest produce in the same
year were valued at Ks. 454 lakhs. The largest items of this total, viz.,
caoutchouc (Es. 79 lakhs) and lac (Es. 196 lakhs) are by no means es-
clusively, or in the former case even chiefly, derived from Government
forests ; the principal export which can be assigned wholly or mainly to
this source was teak, valued at Es. 78 lakhs. The value of other
timbers (excluding sandal wood) was only Es. 7 lakhs.
The following figures illustrate the financial aspect of forest manage-
ment. In addition to forest produce removed free or at reduced rates,
valued at Es. 85 lakhs, the total receipts of the Forest Department for
the year 1915-16 amounted to Es. 310 lakhs, and the expenditure to Es.
178 lakhs, yielding a surplus income of Es. 132 lakhs. The expenditure
on roads and buildings was just under Es. 12 lakhs, though in the last
year of peace it amounted to Es. 18 lakhs. To these figures should,
presumably, be added a share of the cost of the supervising staff shown
under the head of administration; but, on the other hand, a large
amount of the expenditure must presumably have been on account of
maintenance of existing works. The importance of these figures arises
from the strong evidence received by us in many provinces of the inade-
quacy of the forest staff for the work of exploitation and commercial
development, especially in the higher grades, and of the urgent need for
improved forest communications. The expenditure on the Imperial
Forest College and Central Eesearch Institute was only Es. 2-87 lakhs,
much of which was, moreover, incurred in the training of recruits for
;the department.
61. As the above figures will have shown, the national forest estate
is of vast extent and value ; but a scrutiny of
the ^put per square mile proves that its actual
yield has hitherto lagged far behind its possibi-
lities, and is, in most areas, greatly in defect of what the natural incre-
ment must be. The chief needs of the Forest Department are un-
doubtedly the development of transport facilities ; the exploitation of
the forests on more commercial lines ; and the extension of research and
experimental work which should, when necessary, be carried out on a
larger scale and under commercial conditions. All these deficiencies
point to the necessity for more staff.
Turning first to the question of communications, we find that those
portions of the forest estate which are favourably situated for export,
"for industrial exploitation or for the very important agricultural demand,